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CRITICAL PATH TO ECOSYSTEM RECOVERY
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Something in the water?
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FOCUS GROUPS LED OUR SCOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
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Focus Group: Definttion

A focus group

is a carefully planned
discussion designed to obtain
|'I-._"I'-:_'-._"L:lli|'l||~. on a defined l|'.-i:_'
I & permissive, non-threatening

dl :'|'||_'|-;|'; here




What Long Island Residents Think of When They Hear “Water”




The image that most appealed to focus
group participants — by a wide margin — focused on a child
and drinking water.




The images that most concerned focus

group participants generally included
dead fish or obviously polluted water.
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FLAWED KNOWLEDGE HAD LITTLE IMPACT ON PERSUASION
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Long Island Voter Attitudes on
Water Quality

Key Findings from a Voter Survey
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“Houston, we’ve had a problem.”

“...Nitrogen pollution from sewage has increased dramatically, with
increases of up to 200% in nitrogen pollution in local groundwater
supplies over the last 20 years. Too much nitrogen can lead to a huge
growth of algae in bodies of water, which chokes off sea life.”
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Nitrogen pollution, increasing pesticides Cleaning up our water will protect
and toxic chemicals in Long Island’s water the Long Island way of life for our
pose serious risks to human health. children and grandchildren.
Toxic algee in our waters can kill fish and Local waters that are clean and healthy support

our pets, and is deadly to humans. tourism, boating, fishing and plentiful seafood.

Beach closures, fish kill-off from pollution and
unsafe conditions keep us from enjoving the best
of our local seafood, beaches and bays.

Long Island's waters create jobs and generate
hundreds of millions of dollars every year for our
regional economy.

Long Island's water infrastructure is old
and deteriorating. We need to upgrade and
modernize our wastewater systems to
reduce pollution and contamination in
our drinking water supply.

Setting a pollution reduction standard and
regu arl_'u' monitoring water guality

will ensure that reductions in nitrogen

pollution have been achieved.

The longer we wait to fix our water quality problems, the worse it will
get, the longer it will take and the more expensive it will be.

Mothing is more important than having clean water to drink.

Nitrogen pollution from sewage has increased more than 200%
in local groundwater supplies over the last 20 years.

A modest water bill fee, where the biggest users pay the most,
will help our communities meet safe water quality standards.

Nothing is more important than Tap water is a great value. We should We all have good reason to make sure our
having clean water to drink. do what it takes to keep it clean. water supply iz clean and healthy.




Then You Beat the Drum...
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Tell elected officials you care about clean water. Relevant news on water quality. Help spread the word about why water quality
Take Action » Read More » ~ Matters.

Tell a Friend »
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MEASURING PROGRESS TO SUCCESS

“It is notoriously
difficult to measure the
success of advocacy.”



TRACTION WITH LOCAL MEDIA

What's in the water
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THE LONG ISLAND NEWSPAPER

TOP STORIES

Growing threat to LI's waters

NITROGEN

Septic systems, aging sewer plants and storm runoff fuel rising levels

TRACKING the pollution
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ELECTED OFFICALS RESPOND

“There Is no greater challenge that we face than
the that we must now begin
to confront.
IS the greatest crisis
that this county has faced in generations.”
A
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a Suffolk County Executive, Steve Bellone
N 2014 State of the County Address



2014 Ballot Measure on Water Quality

- e — . ——— ——

i ___...ﬂ.._..... o A, e S, ¢ B ey I, oy ™ —

~ YOTE YES ON
Cl OUR WATER e

"_.-:- L
- ‘I | t ."I.l '-il'-'-. .I.'_"h.'._;.-r‘.__ . kel = o i LI

-

- = —_ Photo Credit: Kenton Rowe

Long lsland’s water i in jeopardy. Mitrogen pollution in our
families can relax and enjoy the out water incre he last 20 years. Proposal 5 will
provide funds to preserve hundreds of acres pace fund projec water quality and fux
for our children and grandchildren and will help keep our broken infrastructure to make ourwater cleaner and our
taxes lower in the long run. community healthier.

ON NOV. 4, VOTE YES ON PROPOSAL 5
ON THE BACK OF YOUR BALLOT

enporsepy: clean,  § G [-{*UP
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S5 million appropriated by NY State for a Long Island
nitrogen management and mitigation plan in 2013

In its 2017 S2.5 billion dollar water quality bond act, NYS
establishes a $75 million fund for upgrading septic
systems to low-pollution technology — in 2018, Suffolk
County get S10 million



2016 Ballot Measure on Water Quality

for our
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NOV 8, \/OTEYES ON
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THE COMM 3 - \TION FUND

#VoteYesCPF www.LonglslandCleanWaterPartnership.org/CPF




CRITICAL PATH TO ECOSYSTEM RECOVERY
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