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Long Island, NY



Our waters define us



“Preserve the stage”



Shellfish restoration



Algae bloom setbacks



Harmful algae blooms on rise



Uninspiring results



Some marshes failing

Wigand et al 2015

Healthy roots

Impacted roots



Something in the water?



Sources 
of N 
loading 
in a 
typical 
bay on 
LI



Largest source of nitrogen 
pollution: septic/cesspools

75% 
Huntington / 
Oyster Bay

43% 
Peconic Estuary

61% 
Moriches / 
Shinnecock Bay

69%  
Great South Bay



From Science 
to Advocacy



Our Communications Purposes

• Increase target audience awareness that there is 
a problem

• Get target audiences to “take action” to protect 
and restore water quality on Long Island



FOCUS GROUPS LED OUR SCOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH



What Long Island Residents Think of When They Hear “Water”



The image that most appealed to focus
group participants – by a wide margin – focused on a child 
and drinking water. 



The images that most concerned focus
group participants generally included
dead fish or obviously polluted water. 



FLAWED KNOWLEDGE HAD LITTLE IMPACT ON PERSUASION



220-3992

Key Findings from a Voter Survey

Long Island Voter Attitudes on 
Water Quality

POLLING



“Houston, we’ve had a problem.”
“…Nitrogen pollution from sewage has increased dramatically, with 
increases of up to 200% in nitrogen pollution in local groundwater 
supplies over the last 20 years. Too much nitrogen can lead to a huge 
growth of algae in bodies of water, which chokes off sea life.”



Quality 
of Life

Recreation

We can’t wait–
we must act now

Comparative 
Value

Public health 
threats





Then You Beat the Drum…



MEASURING PROGRESS TO SUCCESS

“It is notoriously 
difficult to measure the 
success of advocacy.”



TRACTION WITH LOCAL MEDIA



Linking Water Quality  to 
Coastal Resiliency



“There is no greater challenge that we face than 
the water quality crisis that we must now begin 
to confront. Nitrogen poisoning of our surface 

waters and ground waters is the greatest crisis 
that this county has faced in generations.” 

Suffolk County Executive, Steve Bellone
2014 State of the County Address

ELECTED OFFICALS RESPOND



2014 Ballot Measure on Water Quality



LEGISLATIVE RESPONSE TO ADVOCACY AND VOTER 
ENGAGEMENT 

$5 million appropriated by NY State for a Long Island 
nitrogen management and mitigation plan in 2013

In its 2017 $2.5 billion dollar water quality bond act, NYS 
establishes a $75 million fund for upgrading septic 
systems to low-pollution technology – in 2018, Suffolk 
County get $10 million



2016 Ballot Measure on Water Quality



Coupled to 
our 
advocacy:

A critical 
path to 
ecosystem 
recovery
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